REMARKS 
OBJECTIONS 

The Examiner has objected to claims 2, 3, 10, 14, 15 and 22 for various reasons. Claims 
2, 3, 14 and 15 have been cancelled. Claims 10 and 22 have been amended to independent form. 
AppUcant beUeves these amendments and cancellations render the objections to these claims 
moot. 

REJECTIONS 

Claims 4-6, 16-18 

Claims 4-6 and 16-18 have been rejected imder 35 USC Section 102 as being anticipated 
by Schwartz. 

Claim 4 is distinguished over Schwartz because the claimed invention has upright 
members which are "rigidly fixed" to the planar base so as to support the members in their 
upright condition. 

Schwartz hinges the upright 2 to the base 1 and uses hinge struts 3 and 4 to detachably 
hold the upright in the upright position. Structural difference has great impact on the operation of 
the device. 

a. Schwartz's upright will collapse if either or both of the hooks 14 and 15 or either 
or both of the hooks 25 and 26 disengage from the upright 2; 

b. Schwartz's upright will collapse if either or both of the hinge pins 11 or 12 
disengage; and 

c. Schwartz's struts 3 and 4 interfere with making the bed. 

Applicant's device is not collapsible and is supported solely by the fixed base under the 
mattress, not by disengagable struts along the side of the mattress. 
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Schwartz's device, and particularly the hooks 14, 15, 25 and 26, can easily be disengaged 
by movement of the patient or by activities of others which shift the covers or jostle the uprights 
in any way. In such event, the covers will be dropped or may even totally collapse on the 
desirably protected anatomy. Such a possibihty is unacceptable and devices like Schwartz' are 
rarely, if ever, used. 

Claims 5 and 17 are further distinguish over Schwartz because applicant's supporting 
tongue is rigidly fixed to the lower horizontal member. Schwartz's base is not rigidly fixed to 
anything. 

Claims 6 and 18 are fiirther distinguished because Schwartz's base extends in only one 
direction from the upright, while applicant's supporting tongue extends forwardly and rearwardly 
of the upright members. 

CLAIMS 7-8 AND 19-20 

Claims 7-8 and 19-20 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 102 as being 
anticipated by Van Wijngaarden. However, claims 7-8 and 19-20 are distinguished over Van 
Wijngaarden because the claimed structure has a rigid upper horizontal member. Van 
Wijngaarden's band of material is neither rigid nor horizontal. Therefore, it can sag and drop 
into contact with the desirably protected anatomy. Furthermore, the vertical portions of the band 
and the additional uprights required to support the band interfere with the bed-making process. 

CLAIMS 10, 12, 22 AND 24 

Claims 10, 12, 22 and 24 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 112 as being 
anticipated by Swenson. 

Claims 10, 12, 22 and 24 are distinguished over Swenson because the claimed invention 
uses (a) tubular cross-members (b) fixed to lower ends of their uprights (c) with lengthwise slots 
as the mounting structure. 
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Looking at Figures 1 and 5, Swenson's lower end mount is not a tube, is not fixed 
to the upright and is not slotted . 

Claims 12 and 24 are fiirther distinguished in that applicant's slot is defined as radially 
vertical and on a lower segment of the wall of the tube. Swenson has no radially vertical slot. 
Moreover, Swenson's flange 19 could never be received in a lower segment slot because the 
flange is accessible only from the bottom. 

CONCLUSION 

Claims 1 1 and 23 were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form and 
have been rewritten. Applicant submits that claims 4-8, 10, 12, 16-20, 22 and 24 as amended are 
distinguished over the cited references. Allowance of all claims remaining in this application is 
respectfully requested. 

Attached is a Request for Extension of Time for One Month. An additional fee of 176.00 
is required for the independent claims. Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-1971 per 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .25 for the fees and credit for any overpayment. 
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